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Chairman Biane declares local emergency due to freeze  

 
Board of Supervisors Chairman Paul Biane today declared a local emergency to assist those who 

have suffered losses caused by persistent freezing weather. 
 
Preliminary estimates tag at $11,855,584 the damage attributable to the ongoing spate of 

extremely low overnight temperatures, which began on January 11 and is expected to continue for at 
least several more days.  

 
That initial sum includes $11,051,700 in agricultural losses, $578,320 in damage to 148 

residences and 214 private businesses, and $69,564 in damage to 19 public facilities, including the 
Barstow and Victorville courthouses and the County office complex in the Big Bear Valley. 

 
Additionally, many people have suffered respiratory problems due to the cold weather and have 

incurred bodily injuries caused by icy conditions. The freeze has also caused great hardships to the 
county’s homeless population and to other residents who do not have the means to keep warm. 

 
“The San Bernardino County freeze of 2007 has turned into a full-scale disaster, and many 

people in our county are suffering,” Chairman Biane said today after signing the disaster declaration. 
“This declaration will put the victims in the best possible position to receive what ever forms of 
assistance become available.” 

 
County disaster officials are continuing to quantify damage related to the cold snap. Preliminary 

estimates are expected to skyrocket as soon as damage estimates from all of the county’s communities 
and businesses – especially the county’s $44 million fruit and vegetable industry -- are tabulated. 

 
The County declaration will be sent to the State Director of Emergency Services and the 

Governor in the hope that the state will proclaim a state of emergency in San Bernardino County. 
Chairman Biane will ask the Board of Supervisors to ratify the County declaration during the Board’s 
next regular meeting on Tuesday, January 23. 

 
A copy of Chairman Biane’s declaration is attached. 
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